The  Crowd in  Peace and War

governments, or dogmas, or rituals. Thus it remains to
this day the single indestructible vital force by which the
Christianity of Christ has kept returning to a world whose
socialistic tendencies must always operate to drive it
away.

We often hear the phrase, "a Christian nation." It is
claimed that a Christian nation should adopt a certain
kind of policy and should refrain from certain acts as
unworthy of it. Now there is not and never can be such
an entity as a Christian nation. The adjective and the
noun are incompatible; they mutually exclude one another.
Christianity is the religion of men. An elephant cannot
be a Christian. Christianity postulates an individual
man with a human body, mind, and soul of his own. A
crowd possesses none of these elements. It is a beast,
admittedly of high order, but it is not a man and does not
possess the normal qualities and equipment of a man.
Men can be Christians and can show their Christianity in
their conduct to one another and even in their attitude
towards crowds; but crowds cannot act as Christians
towards one another. An individual crowd cannot be a
Christian; contemporary crowds cannot form a Chris-
tian society. Only men can form a society. Entirely
independent crowds, such as nations, cannot be governed
by the laws of Christ, which were not laid down for them
any more than for tigers. The laws of Christ apply
only to men. Crowds are another sort of animal.

It is assumed that a society, all of whose units are
Christians, is necessarily a Christian society; that a society
all of whose units conduct their lives on Christian principles
will necessarily conduct its collective life on those prin-
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